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WELCOME to Newsletter No. 1 

From the Chairman  -  Jim Rohner  

The CAAA represents members from the air compressor and related industrial sectors in Australia and 
New Zealand. Our mission is to build cooperation amongst our members, raise awareness of our industry 
and related sectors, increase understanding of air and gas compressors, and promote best practice and 
safety. 

The CAAA supports the members by:  

• Advocating member interests with government and regulators. 

• Providing advice for stakeholders. 

• Improving safety and quality. 

• The provision of industry statistics. 

• The CAAA promotes and increases public interest in the compressed air industry covering air and 
gas compressors; pneumatic; hydraulic or diesel machinery; load haul dumpers; drilling and mining 
equipment; consumables; and other related or similar products or services.              

• We promote education; safety; and security in the Sector. 

Our members include manufacturers and distributors of portable; industrial stationary air & gas 
compressors; small to medium sized commercial compressors; compressed air treatment equipment such 
as dryers, filters and oil/water separators. 

Members can fall into two categories being either a full member or an associate member. Both are welcome 
to our meetings and all input within the bounds of the membership are welcome. 

As well as giving our industry a voice at government level the CAAA is also a great networking opportunity 
for members who meet at least 4 times per year over refreshments prior to the meetings. 

Guest speakers are always invited as part of our awareness and on-going educational program including 
specialists on the economy and many facets to do with conducting a business in today’s market and into 
the future. 

The members of the board and the CAAA extend an invitation to any business associated with our industry 
segment to make enquires about membership with this very worthwhile association. 

 

With best regards, 

Jim Rohner 

Chairman - CAAA 

 

• gas compressors; pneumatic; hydraulic or diesel machinery; load haul dumpers; drilling and mining 

equipment; consumables; and other related or similar products or services.              

 
Publisher: 

Compressed Air Association of Australasia 
PO Box 7622 | Melbourne | VIC 3004 

Phone: +61 3 9867 0227 
Email: info@compressedair.net.au 
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Why accurate reporting of industry statistics benefits members 

Accurate industry statistics are important to maintaining the integrity of the 

Compressed Air Association of Australasia (CAAA), and give all participating 

members valuable insights into the market. Here’s a few more reasons why 

reporting accurately can benefit all members …     

Data drives the world today. The decisions we make, are based on the 

available data. You don’t have to spend long reading the news these days to 

come across a story about how data – personal or business, are powerful tools 

in making decisions. They say elections are won or lost depending on who has 

the best data. Data gathering and access to data and statistics are critical to 

any success nowdays.  

In business and commerce, accurate data and statistics can give us insights 

into how big the market is, or if the market is growing or shrinking. It can give 

us insight to our own performance in relation to the market. Accurate data and 

statistics give us reasons to alter our actions, or reasons to maintain actions if 

we can see a positive trend over time.  

Being part of the CAAA, not only gives us an opportunity to build resources 

and knowledge, but also gives us a chance to advocate for important issues 

relating to compressed air in Australasia. The CAAA industry statistics are 

quite unique, and are an equivalent to the governments census data, that can 

be regularly used for the betterment of the compressed air industry generally.  

 

Ultimately, accurate reporting builds the credibility of CAAA, and through the 

development of the compressed air industry all CAAA members will share in 

the overall benefits.   

Matt Hobden 

Board Member - CAAA 
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Australian Border Force Goods Compliance Update 

27 OCTOBER 2017 

 CUSTOMS AND TRADE 

 INTERNATIONAL  

On 12 October 2017, the Australian Border Force (ABF) released the September 2017 
edition of the ABF Goods Compliance Update (Update). 

Ever since the publication of the Update was reinstated by the ABF it has become a vital tool 
in their engagement and communication strategy, bringing useful information of direct 
relevance to all of those in the supply chain who deal with them.  
 
The Update is the first edition since Erin Dale, as the former Commander of Customs 
Compliance at the ABF, has been seconded to a role in the DHA Implementation Task 
Force. The Update is now under the control of Stephen Hledik who is the Acting Commander 
of Customs Compliance at the ABF. Stephen chairs the Compliance Advisory Group of the 
National Committee on Trade Facilitation (NCTF) attended by the Customs Brokers & 
Forwarders Council of Australia (CBFCA) and other industry associations, as well as those 
who work with the CBFCA. This has led to some changes to the format and content of the 
Update which includes more colour, more photos and graphs showing the movement in 
recorded activities over time, which is especially important is demonstrating the trends in 
compliance for various obligations. 
 
The whole Update is well worth a close read and should be sent to those with whom you 
deal in the supply chain including overseas agents, clients, employees, contractors and 
those who provide services to you. Each of those parties face liability to the ABF and have 
an impact on your liability and that of your business. 
 
To the extent that the information in the Update could be considered as 'highlights', the 
following are worth special consideration: 

 The Update includes some information on the recent Industry Summit including the 
new Trade Modernisation agenda. 

 There is an announcement regarding completion of Mutual Recognition 
Arrangements with Korea, Canada and Hong Kong which will allow those in the  

http://www.border.gov.au/Complyingwithyourobligations/Documents/goods-compliance-update-september-2017.pdf
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Australian Trusted Trader Program to secure some benefits in those countries, 
although details have not been provided. 

 There is a cautionary tale where a Licenced Custom Broker (LCB) did not tell a client 
of tarrif advice (TA) which included an adverse outcome requiring changes to past 
FIDs and payment of duty and GST. The importer was the subject of an audit and  

 advised of the TA which led to the LCB being responsible for a penalty under section 
243T and was referred to the National Customs Broker Licensing Advisory Committee. 

 Summary information is provided on lodging drawback claims, Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA) consignment rules and seizures of tobacco. 

 There is extensive information on the presence of deficient information in cargo reports 
and the trend over time. 

However, probably the most important information is the results of the compliance programs 
for the 2016/17 year including details of Infringement Notices (IN) issued for various offences 
(and value). The highest by number and value was for offences under section 33 (6) where 
191 notices lead to penalties of $1,519,650 and section 243T where 63 notices lead to 
penalties of $1,147,898.56. Most duty was recovered from post-transaction verification 

slightly ahead of the amount paid under voluntary disclosure. This suggests that the strict 
liability regime complemented by voluntary disclosure has been successful in its aims. There 
was an error rate of 28.4% in import reporting over the 2016/17 financial year and 39.9% in 
export reporting although there is also a graph showing a reduction in the percentage of 
errors in export reporting. 
 
Following requests from industry we would expect to receive details on all these items for the 
2017/18 year up to the date of the next Update. We would also be likely to receive a further 
level of information on INs so that the numbers relating to errors in the dumping and 
countervailing fields and the errors in claiming FTAs to be provided along with the quantum 
of duties underpaid. 
 
I will be addressing the Update in my CBFCA member forums in November, but also 
encourage you to review the Update carefully so that you are aware of the focus of the ABF 
and likely areas of compliance action. 

This update was first published by CBFCA Australia. 

http://www.cbfca.com.au/CBFCA/News/TNF/2017/TNF_2017_040.aspx
http://www.cbfca.com.au/CBFCA/Member_news/2017/201710/ABF_Goods_Compliance_Update.aspx


 

 
5 

  
 

 

 

 Publisher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAFETY ALERTS 

Seasonal requirements for importers regarding the 

BROWN MARMORATED STINK BUG. 

 

Brown marmorated stink bug (Halyomorpha halys) is an exotic pest that could cause major 

damage to agricultural crops, nursery stock and ornamental plants. It's also a nuisance 

because it seeks shelter in large numbers in buildings and equipment during winter. 

The Department of Agriculture has taken steps to prevent the bug from entering Australia and 

treatment for this BUG will apply to all goods or even parts of those goods arriving into 

Australia and shipped on or between 1 September 2018 and 30 April 2019 from the following 

ports of origin: 

USA, Italy, Germany, France, Russia, Greece, Hungary, Romania, Georgia and Japan are 

affected and are subject to either mandatory offshore treatment (but only by Department of 

Agriculture and Water resources by approved treatment providers at origin) or, treatment on 

arrival by the department. 

In both cases shipment and clearance of such goods can be delayed for several weeks and 

all costs associated with such fumigation, including demurrage at the receiving port are 

charged to the importer. 

At the moment goods imported from the above listed countries are affected but the department 

will continue to monitor any other emerging risks. 

In the case of break bulk, open top or flat rack containers not treated at the country of origin, 

goods will not be allowed to enter Australia and must be re-shipped or destroyed. 

The CAAA provide this notice so both importers and consumers will be aware that this will 

impact delivery times and costs associated with the clearance of imported goods as outlined 

above.  

 



 

 
6 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safety Alert – Pressure Vessel Hose          

Since 2012 we have been notified of another 19 events involving workers or bystanders being 

struck by gas pressure hoses. None of these previous incidents resulted in a fatality, but the 

worker’s death in this instance highlights the potential for another fatality and warrants issue 

of this alert 

 

Workplace Fatality from Pressure Vessel Hose  

Incident WorkCover Queensland has issued an alert following the death of a worker, in May 

2018.   

A worker received severe head injuries while removing a hose from a 100-tonne pressure 

vessel.   

Initial inquiries indicate the worker was bleeding the vessel when struck on the head by the 

hose.  

https://www.worksafe.qld.gov.au/injury-prevention-safety/alerts/incident-alerts/2018/worker-

killed-bypressurised-gas-hose 

Equipment 100 tonne pressure vessel and hose.   

Hazards • Failure or sudden release of hose • Valves or controls not correctly closed • Incorrect 

coupling of hose to valves or lines • Pressure not bled from lines prior to removal of hose  

 

Comments  

• Before performing any work on a pressurized system, a Risk Assessment must be conducted  

• Ensure ANZ-HSSE-FR-1230 Isolation of Services Permit is completed (identifying bleeding/ 

de-energizing of plant) • Know the type of system and the pressure within the vessel  

• Ensure that hoses are properly attached to vessel/s  

• Ensure that valves or controls are properly closed and the pressure has been bled from the 

system • Make sure the hose and its fittings are of the correct type and pressure rating and in 

good condition  

• Review the previous maintenance of the plant  

• Refer to the manufacturer’s instructions.  

 

https://www.worksafe.qld.gov.au/injury-prevention-safety/alerts/incident-alerts/2018/worker-killed-bypressurised-gas-hose
https://www.worksafe.qld.gov.au/injury-prevention-safety/alerts/incident-alerts/2018/worker-killed-bypressurised-gas-hose
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Distribution This Safety Alert shall be issued to:  

• ELT for broader dissemination across Cushman & Wakefield ANZ • Mechanical contracting 

partners  

In the interest of safety, Cushman & Wakefield encourages its personnel and contracting 

partners to share this safety alert, in its entirety and without modification.  

 

Safety Alert – Compressed Air Hose 

 

A 26-year-old worker who suffered a serious head injury after being struck by a compressed 
air hose remained in a critical but stable condition last night. 

The man was rushed to Royal Perth Hospital after an incident during construction of the 
Forrestfield-Airport Link tunnel about 5.30pm on Saturday. 

Emergency crews had to winch him out of an open section of the tunnel where the Airport 
Central Station is being built.  

It is believed a high-pressure hose that runs along a wall disconnected from a steel pipe and 
hit the worker in the face. 

Please follow the link for further information. 

https://thewest.com.au/news/wa/injured-forrestfield-airport-link-tunnel-worker-struck-in-face-by-
hose-ng-b88889878z  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://thewest.com.au/news/wa/injured-forrestfield-airport-link-tunnel-worker-struck-in-face-by-hose-ng-b88889878z
https://thewest.com.au/news/wa/injured-forrestfield-airport-link-tunnel-worker-struck-in-face-by-hose-ng-b88889878z
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Events 

Next meeting – Thursday 22nd November at the Ai Group in Melbourne (Skype for 
Business now available to attendees)  more details to follow. 

CAAA collaboration with Austech 2019 - Austech 2019, Australia’s Premier Advanced 

Manufacturing & Machine Tool Exhibition - Package details and pricing are included in 

the attached prospectus and booking form. For further information, or to view the latest 

floor plan for this event, please contact AMTIL Events Manager Kim Banks at 

kbanks@amtil.com.au or call 0417 146 102. 

 

If you would like to send the CAAA articles for the next Newsletter please send to 
info@compressedair.net.au 

 

 

 

Looking forward to hearing from you. 

mailto:kbanks@amtil.com.au
mailto:info@compressedair.net.au

